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notice one curious little thing. The Tudors were
all apparently golden-haired or reddish. Henry
himself, his sisters and his daughters all had that
colouring. And through Henry's grandmother,
Lady Margaret, they trace their descent from a
wonderful family, the Visconti of Milan, who
were famed through Europe for their red-gold
hair, their violent dispositions and their wonderful
-ability. Fanciful as it may be, all those marked
characteristics were to stand out in the Tudors,
and to reach their strongest expression in Elizabeth.
We know she was fairly tall, about five feet
five inches. She was slim and remained so, very
active and walked well. She was pale and her face
rather thin. Her chief claim to beauty depended
on her hair, which curled naturally. One am-
bassador wrote: "It is rather golden than red-
dish ". Her eyes were dark, either brown or dark
grey. If we look at any portraits of the Tudor
period it is hard to think the women what we
would consider beautiful; even Mary Queen of
Scots does not come up to our ideas of loveliness
in her portraits; but any picture of Elizabeth
shows us an interesting face, and we can only
imagine that as a young girl, full of life and
energy and zest for enjoyment, she had a charm
of her own. Most of her portraits, naturally,
were painted after she became Queen, for when
she was growing up neither her brother Edward
nor her sister Mary would specially encourage
the painting of her portrait. One or two, however,